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Mission Statement  
 
Apii Te Uki Ou aims to provide a caring, stimulating environment for all children, with a high 
standard of education in which each child develops strong self-esteem and endeavors to 
reach his or her full potential. 

 

Goals: 

To support and develop a school which promotes and nurtures in students: 

 

·  an understanding and knowledge of our Reo and Peu Maori (the Cook Islands Maori 
culture and language); 

 

·  a healthy lifestyle physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually; 
 

·  an awareness of our interconnected world, encouraging them to think critically and take 
action, as they are able, to meet the needs of the present, without compromising the 
needs of the future; 

 

·  the development of skills and knowledge, as laid out in our curriculum; 

 

·  self motivation and a life long love of learning; 

 

·  co-operation and respect for each other; 

 

·  service to others; 

 

·  a desire to work to achieve excellence. 

 



Description  

 

Apii Te Uki Ou is a privately funded school on the main island of Rarotonga. It is located in the village of 

Ngatangiia.  We are an independent school, offering quality pre-school and primary education, run along 

similar lines to the New Zealand education system. It was established in 1993 by a group of dedicated 

parents who believed that more could be achieved in education than was available at the time and who 

shared a vision to create a School environment where every child had the opportunity to develop and grow 

to the very best of their ability; academically, socially and physically.  Today Apii Te Uki Ou is a thriving, 

School with over 170 students. Over 85% of our students are Cook Islanders.  

Since its inception, Apii Te Uki Ou has fought many battles which has made the community strong 

willed and bound together through adversity.  As each year has passed, the School has grown, not only in 

size, but in every regard.   We are very proud of the success of our children who have represented our 

school in a host of  sporting, cultural, and academic pursuits.  Some areas of success in the past have 

included:  A variety of awards in Poetry competitions, regional awards in story writing, repeated success in 

the Rarotonga and Australian Maths competitions, Awards in both team and individual sporting pursuits 

such as Football, Ripper Rugby, Netball, and Athletics. 

Some of our special  resources and initiatives here at Apii  Te Uki Ou include:   

·  The Anderson Computer Suite where children have access to one computer each and a myriad of 

educational software programmes, allow ing them to learn the skills that are now necessary in the 

modern world.   

·  The Wallis McKegg Library w ith a w ide range of reading and research materials for the children to use.   

·  A Team of dedicated education professionals including specialist support staff  and educators in the 

areas of Learning Support, Maori and ICT. 

·  A comprehensive Home Reading Programme, and daily homework expectations.   

Apii Te Uki Ou was the f irst school in the Cook Islands to fully cater for special needs children.  

This has been of great benef it not only to those special needs children but to all our children who are 

learning to understand their needs and appreciate their contribution.  Through our commitment to Inclusive 

Education, our Learning Support programme and the range of opportunities for extension, we are able to 

ensure every child has the opportunity to reach his or her full potential. 

  



Our Vision 

That vision is embodied in the school’s mission statement which reads: “Apii Te Uki Ou aims to provide a 

caring, stimulating environment for all children, w ith a high standard of education in which each child 

develops strong self-esteem and endeavors to reach their full potential.”  

School Structure   

Under the Cook Islands Ministry of Education the Apii Te Uki Ou Board of Governors ensures the 

guidelines set out in the National Administration Guidelines are met.  Their chief executive is the principal 

who works along side the Ministry support staff, Board sub committees and Staff  to ensure the direction for 

the school is set and followed.  Classroom teachers are supported by a range of ancillary staff such as 

Learning Support Teacher, Cook Islands Maori Teacher, ICT Systems Administrator, Teacher Aides, and 

Off ice Administrator.  The Preschool has a head of Preschool and two teachers, who work and plan 

collaboratively. 

Class Sizes 

Class numbers are kept low, ranging from 20 maximum in the junior class to 27 maximum in the senior 

class, to ensure each child receives maximum support and attention. We practice a policy of inclusion for 

disabled students, and a Learning Support teacher assists across all levels w ith students who require 

extra support, in Literacy and Numeracy.  Preschool grows to 12 students per teacher by mid year, when a 

second intake into the New Entrant class decreases their numbers again. 

Curriculum 

We implement and teach to the Cook Islands Curriculum, which is based upon the New Zealand 

Curriculum.  Advisors in each curriculum area are regularly employed by the Ministry of Education to 

provide training and assistance w ith implementation.  An ICT programme, w hich includes learning to touch 

type from a young age, and Cook Islands Maori Language & Culture are a regular part of  our school 

curriculum. Sustainable, environmentally f riendly practices regularly form a theme for thematic work, w ith 

critical thinking, problem solving, and creative, lateral thinking being recognised as crucial to a better 

future. 

 



Funding and Fees 

We receive some funding from Government to cover the cost of  their proposed staff ing levels.  To ensure 

we can keep class sizes low and provide the highly trained support staff  which enable us to meet the 

diverse needs of our children we also charge school fees.  This fee also covers the cost of  maintaining and 

replacing capital items such as buildings, furniture, and teaching materials. 

We set fees at a level which takes into account the costing shortfall from our Government funding and the 

financial burden on families.  To alleviate some of the strain on families w ith more than one child we 

reduce the fees of children w ith older siblings. 

The f irst child pays a full fee. Subsequent children receive a 10% discount.   

Preschool:  $25.00 per school week. Hours 8am - 12.00 noon 

Primary School:  $40.00 per school week. Hours 8am – 2pm. 

New  Entrants:  $35 for the f irst term of primary school when a 5 year old w ill f inish at 12noon. 

Daycare:  $30.00 per week or $5.00 per hour. Hours 12.15pm – 4.15 pm. 

Enrollment 

Parents are asked to complete a Pre-enrolment form upon requesting a position here at Apii Te Uki Ou.  

This form provides us with enough information to determine if  there is space within the school at an 

appropriate level for your child.  Should the School offer your child or children a space, a Supplementary 

enrollment form must be completed and, a non-refundable deposit of  $100 (Primary) and $70 (Preschool) 

per child is required to ensure your position. $20 of this is an administration fee and the balance goes 

towards your child’s fees.  Should there be no space currently available, your child can remain on the 

School waitlist at your request until a position arises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Uniform 

The school has a unique “island style” uniform including hand printed pareu material and is compulsory for 

all primary school students:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Uniform  

Daily - Pinafore worn by itself  or w ith a school or plain white blouse, or sports t-shirt underneath. 

Active wear – School sports t-shirt or singlet w ith school pareu or plain navy sports shorts. 

Boys Uniform   

Daily –School navy shorts and pareu shirt. A school sports singlet or t-shirt may be worn underneath. 

Active wear – School sports t-shirt or singlet w ith plain navy sports shorts. 

All hair below shoulder length must be plaited and the only jewelry allowed is a watch, medic alert bracelet 

and a total of  two ear studs. 

 

Contact Information 

International Phone:  00682 23509 

Cook Islands Phone:   23509 

Email:    teukiou@oyster.net.ck 

Mail:    P.O. Box 490 

   Avarua 

   Rarotonga 

Please do not hesitate to contact the School should you have any queries or enquiries. 

 

 

 


