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2009, No. ...
AN ACT about education in the Cook Islands
(Hereinsert date of enactment

BE IT ENACTED by theParliament othe Cook Islandg Session
assembled, and by the authority of the saamdollows:
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

Short title and co mmencement ¢4

Thisis theEducationAct 200.

This Act comes into forcen a dat to bedecidedby t hes Queeno
Representativéy Order in Executive Council.

This Act binds everyone
This Act bindseveryonejncluding the Crowrt.
However, the Crowns notliable to be prosecuted for an offence.

Purpose of this Act (€S58

The purposeof this Act is toprovide foran educatiorsystend in the Cook
Islands with anemphasis of 3

(@) learning for life, namely learningatanytmerdung a per sono
(from early childhood through tate adulthood), recognisirtgat

each personds individual wani r cumst
to access learning opportunities at different timether life; and

(b)  strength inCook IslandsViaori language, culture, perspectivaasd
aspirationsin orderto providea firm foundation for engaging
with the wider world; and

(© everyondn the Cook Islands (including people with special needs,
for examplehasequitable access to quality learnjigrough a
range ofprogrammas that meetheirindividual needs and
celebrataheirindividual talents; and

(d) a high level of community involvement in determining quality
educational outcomes; and

(e the right of evergne who is involved in the educatiorssym,
includingstudens, to be treated with dignityespectind
understanding

The education systemust among other thinggrovide foB

(@) early childhood education, which is education that is offered to
children who are younger thachool ageand*

(b) primary education, which i®rmal education that is offered in
years 1 to 6 of schoohnd

Verson 3 4
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(c) secondary education, whichf@armal education that is offered in
years 7 to 13 o$choo and

(d) tertiaryeducation(also known asocational traimg), which is
formal education that is offered as a progression from secondary
educationand

(e) communityeducation (also known aslulteducation or
continuing education), which is education floe up-skilling of
participants

4.  Interpretation [©'s?

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires

=]

appr en tincladesa teitignyydéducatiorprogrammethat is
accredited or is otherwise approved by the Secretary;

=]

appr ov e dhasteeanedniagrgiven in sectid®d(2);

1]

behaviour | mpr ovlamtBenteanipg govegnina mme 0
section21(6);

c h ai r psahe shaimpearson of the committee of a school
association;

1]

c h iislage¥son who igoungerthan18 years of age®

=]

c 0 mmi i$ theecenomittee of a school association;

N

ficommunity e d u ¢ a has thenmieaning given in sectigf)(e);

Acompl ai nt s as s eistlsemenmittee established uhdere 0
sectbn 50;
Acondi ti on a lisregigrgtionstiatrissstibjeai to conditions;

=
(@]
o

n v | of dn efférice, means being found guilty of the offence, on a
plea of guilty or otherwise, whether or nat@victionis
recorded;

rly c¢hiliddnostidtiorcteahprovide®early childhood
education

-
D
o)}

r | y cetucatiomothas chd meaning given in sectig®)(a);®

1 M 1}
® oD
o o

u ¢ artcludesrvacational training;
Afeducationaikd i nstitutiono

(@) an early childhood centre; or

(b)  aschool; or

(© atertiaryeducation institution’

AEducat i omas®amearing gven sectionts;
Aeducat i onhagtheimddad given ésectionl?;

i el i gforwegistratipryo has the meaning given in sectidd
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Af or mal eigeducaidn ithat teads to the award of a
qualification, or part of ajualification, that is on theational
qualifications famework;

i Go v e r acerdgre school or institution is a centre, school or
institution that isoperaéd by the Ministry;

Ahi gher emeangeaiary abucation or community edutan;

A Mi ni istheeMindsterfor Education

A Mi ni Bsthe Ministry of Education

A msbehaviourd has the meaning given in sectidi(2);

Anati onal qruaanea w daskbétmeaninggivdn in sectio
95,

i p ar efmthddinclude®

€) anyonewho exercises parental responsibility for the childether
by customary law or otherwisand

(b)  anyonewho has the actual custody of the child
Apr i mar yo ndidsthe mdaning given section3(2)(b);
Apr i mar yisa mdtitotion that provides primary education

fAiprincipal 0, of aneducational institutions the persorfhowever
describedlwho isresponsibldor the managememt the
educational institution

A p r i owentregschool or institution is a centre, school or institutiah
is not aGovernmengeducational institution aschooj
Apr of essi onfarlteachdrarethe eompetercies, skills,

knowledge, behaviour, and values that enable a person to
effectively perform the duties of a teacher;

Publ i cAc® & thePuldieeService Act 19996;

Publ i c Ser vi c eistiiedoearddf Appkal estpbfisbeal | 0
undersection 31 of th®ublic Srvice Act

=)}

3t

r e g ul imatreguaatian made under this Act;

o ? B 1

schiso!l o
(@) aprimaryschoolor secondargchoof or
(b) a Government school or private school;

3t

s ¢ h ool hasche meaning given in sectib®

=)}

s ¢ h o o lhasitha mearsng given in sectido

3t

secondar y has thaneceaning givena@ection3(2)(c);

=)}

s e ¢ 0 n d a rig/an igstitiitiondhatd@ovides secondary education

1

S e c r dastthe Begretary of Educatipn
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i s exua lisacsexiahtende under part VI of tiiximes Act 1969°
i st udrelodes

(@) a persorfor whom education is providedr is require to be
provided under this Actand

(b)  aperson enrdéd on aregister that is maintained inreeducational
institution, of the personavho areattendingthe educational
institutior

st u-tl eat h e hasthameaning given in sectib®2);

=)}

stuttleather c o hastheneanmggivensnsectivd(3);
fisuitability for registration 0 has the meaning given in sectibi

=]

e ahadth® meadng given in sectioB8(3);

1]

e a dekietbpment days has the meaning given in sectib®(4);
e a ¢ h e r is therggistertmaimtadned under sectidn’

ot It
— o~ o~ o~ o~

eacher r elmsteesneaninggiven nsartidh
er t i ar y has thanteantng\gpenrintsectior8(2)(d);

fitertiary e d uc at i o n isam mdtitutioruthat poovidasrtiary
education (including a university or training college, for example);

fitime-outo has the meaning given in secti®i(5);
it r ea gsuhe tecasarer of the committee of a school association.

(2) If a word or expression is defined in this Act, other parts of speech and
grammatical forms of the word or expression have corresponding
meanings.°

(3) In this Act,whenthe wordfi mu gstuged inrelation to a poweit
indicates that the power is required to be exercised.

Verson 3 7
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CHAPTER 2

THE MINISTRY, MINISTER AND SECRETARY
OF EDUCATION
Ministry of Education ~ [¢'®534 121

Thedepartmenbf governmenknown as théiMinistry of Educati ono
continuesn existence™

Therole of the Ministryistod
(@) administerall matters connected wittducationand™?
(b)  administetthis Act.

The mong that the Ministryrequires to give effect to this A tobe
paid out of the money th#te Parliament@propriates

Sulsection(3) applies subject to section /Rdvenue and expenditure of
Cook Islands Government Accoliaif the Constitution of the Cook
Islands.

Minister of Education [©'®%.6.7

The Ministerwho isresponsibldor the Ministry d Educationis the
fiMinister for Education 6.3

Therole of the Ministels tod

(@) decideand implementhe policiesof the Ministry of Educationin
a way that iconsistent with th& o v e r n otleerpolides;and

(b) performany othettasksthat ae given tothe Ministerunderthis or
another Act.

The Ministermayset up an advisory committée advise the Minister on

anything relatingtda he Mi mle¥t er 6s

TheMinister may delegatpower toperformt h e Mi nmoletsdner 6 s
appropriatey qualified person.

An Rappropriately qualified 0 personis a person who habte
qualifications,experience opositionthat isappropriate for the
performance of theole. *°

Section64 appliesto all dekgations.
Secretary of Education [©'ss8 91011

Theperson who is appointachder thePublic Service Acashead of the
Ministry of Educatioris the fiSecretary of Educatior. *°

Verson 3 8
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Therole of the Secretang to perform the tasks that are giverthe
Secretary undér

(@) this Act and

(b) sectlig)n 14Principal responsibilitiesof thePublic Service Act
and

(c) any other Act.

Subject to subsectiq®), the Secretary may delegatewer toperform
t he Se coletotaraappropriately qlified employee of the
Ministry.

An Aappropriately qualified 06 employeds an employeewvho has the
qualifications, experience @ositionthat is appropriate for the
performance of theole.

The Secretarynustnot delegata power thathe Miniger delegateso the
Secretaryunless the Secretaryhash e Mi ni st er 6s written

Section64 appliesto all delegations.

Subject to the requirements of tRablic Service Acgtthe Secretary may
appont the number of employees for the Ministry that the Secretary
considers is necessary for the effective and efficient performarie of
Mi ni srdler’¥y 6 s

Annual report for Ministry €'

As soon as practicable after the end of each financial treaBecretary
mustgive the following documents to the Minisder

(@) a written report on the progress and conditiotheleducation
systenmfor the financial year; and

(b)  the financial statementsr the Ministry for the financial year.
Thefl f i naa n cyieayeadstartingon thel® of July.

The Ministermustputa copy of theedocuments before Parliament
within 14 days after receiving the documenten the Secretary.

Verson 3 9



Education Ac009

CHAPTER 3
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUT IONS

9. Establish ing and dis establishing Gover nment educational
institutions  [¢'$513 30 Qdss 13, 1p

(1)  The Minister maywith Cabinet consengstablisha Government
educational institution.

(2)  The Minister may name, and change the name of, a Government
educational institution

(3)  The Ministe may, with Cabinet consentisestablisha Government
educational institutioff the Ministeris satisfiedha®

(@) disestablishinghe educational institutioms warranted because of
thelow number of studentsho areattending theeducational
institution; and

(b)  there is another Government educational institution that is
providing comparable education; and

(c) the studentsvho areattending theducational institutiogould
fairly conveniently attenthatother Governmergducational
institution

(4) The Queends RaymbyoedsrénrExeautive @oeincil, decide
who canuse thdand or buildingf adisestablishe@ducational
institution, subject to the terms under which the Crown htids
disestablished educational institution

10.  Operating an un registered p rivate educational institution ~ [©'527]

(1) A person commits an offence if the person operates a padatational
institutionthat is not registered under this ACt.

(2) Themaximum penaltyor the offence is fine of $0,000, or
imprisonment for 3 months, or bath

(3) However if the person continugs committhe offence aftethe person
has beemronvicted of the offence, the person is liable to a further fine of
$500 for every day omvhich theperson continues to commit the offence

11. Registration of a private educational institution 'S 2°!

(1) A person whavantsto registera private educational institutianust
apply to the Minister.

(2)  The applicatiormus®
(@) be made in the form that is approved byMigrister; and

Verson 3 10
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(b) be accompanied by any application fee thaffiised bya
regulation

The Minister may register a private educational institutioly if the
Minister is satisfiedha®

(@) establishinghe educational institutiowill fulfil a need in the
Cook Islands; and

(b)  the educational institution meets treriathat aresetoutin a
regulation

To remove any doubg regulatiormay prescribe different criteria for
different types of educational institutions.

TheMinister may require th@ersod

(@) to provice any othelinformation that théMinister reasonably
requires to consider the application; and

(b)  toconfirmany aspect of the application by statutory declaration.

The Minister mustpromptly consider every application aradter
consultingwith Cabiret, decide t®

(@) grant the application; or
(b) refuse to grant the application.
The Minister may mpose conditions on thregistration

TheMinister mustpromptlyadvise theerson in writing, of the
Ministed s deci si on.

A

If the Ministerdecd es t o gr ant a pMinmseonos
mus®

(@) publish notice of the registration of the private educational
institution in the Education Gazette; and

(b) et er t he per segsekdabldhedyahe Secretaryn
and

(© issue a ertificate of registration to the person.

If the Minister is satisfied thatprivate educational institution is not
complying with this Act, lhe Minister maywith Cabinet consentancel
the registration ofheinstitution

However, the Ministemust first give the@wnerof the institution an
opportunity to showthe reasonw/hy the Minister should not cancel the
registration of the institution.

Closing a private educational institution ~ [©'5928.23

If the ownerof a private edcational initution intendsto close the
educational institutionthe ownemustadvise the Ministeaboutit in
writing.

Verson 3 11
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The owner may apply to the Minister for the educational institution to be
incorporatednto the Government system.

If the Minister considrs thatvould bein the public interest, the Minister
may, byanoticepublishedn the Education Gazette, declanatthe
educaional institutionis to become &overnmentducational institution
on a date specified in the notice

On that date, theducational institutiobecomeshe property of the
Crown.

In exchangéor the land, buildings and equipmeaitthe private
educational institution, the Crownustpay the owney

(@ the amount that is agreed between the Crown and the owner; or

(b) if the Crown and the owneannotagre® the amount that is
decided by the High Court.

The Minister may act under subsect{@)only with Cabinetonsent

Verson 3 12
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CHAPTER 4
SCHOOLS

PART 1
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND ATTEN DANCE

13. Terms and hours of school instruction [©'53°

(1)  The Ministermust before the % of July in each yeage®
(@) thestart and end dates eachtermfor the nextyear, and
(b)  the studenteacher dayfor the next yegrand
(© the studentteacher contact houfsr the next yearand
(d) theteacher developmedaysfor the next year®

(2 Theii st u-tl e a t h e @aretideanipimon number of days durirthe
yearwhen a schoahustbe operfor the instruction of students.

(3 Theii st u-deat her ¢ o arétte eninimimonumber of hours
on eachstudeniteacher dayhat a schoaiustbe open for the instruction
of students

4 Thei't eac her de v etethegpmmenurh nuchteryokdays
during the year when a schanlistbe open for the development of
teachers?!

(5) Those dates, daysnd hours may diffefor different types oschoos. 22
(6) Howeved
(@) atermmustnotbe longer than 15 weekand
(b)  there must be at least 190 studiaicher days in each year; and
(c) there must be at least 10 teacher development days in each year

(7)  The Minister must publish notice of the dates, days and hours in the
Education Gazette before th&df July in each year.

(8) Theprincipal ofaschoolmustensure that thechoolis open forthe
instructionof studentdor at leasthe setnumber ofstudenteacher
conta%t hoursn each of theetnumber ofstudeniteacher days the

2
year

9) If the piincipal can not do sathe pincipal mustensure that thechoolis
openfor theinstructionof studentsn between the terms enable the
schoolto be operfor instruction of student®r thesetnumber ofstudent
teachercontact hoursind studenteacheidaysfor the year

Verson 3 13
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(10) Howeverthe Secretarynay exempt the principle from doing so, if the
Secretarys reasonably satisfied that the schooswhsed becausedf

(@) a force of nature (a cyclone, for exampla)

(b)  an event that endangered tiedth and safety of people at the
school(a spill of toxic chemicals, for example)

(1) Inthis sectionfi s ¢ h alsw Fefers to an early childhooertre.
14.  Compulsory schooling  [¢'s3LNzs3]

(1) Every child who is living in the Cook Islands is entitled to be educated at
a Government schodf:

(2 If the child isa citizen or permanent residetite Crownmustpay the cost
of providing instructonad mi ni stration and facilit
educatiorata Government school

(3) Every parent of a child must ensure that the child is enrolled at a school at
the beginning of the term that starts immediately before the child turns 5
years of age.

(4) A parent who does not comply with subseci{i@nhcommits an offence,
unless the parent has a reasonable excuse.

(5) The maximum penalty for the offenceddine of $1000.

(6) Every parent of a child must ensure that the child attends a school, during
the dudentteacher contact hours, until the child turns 16 years of age.

(7) A parent who does not comply with subsectiGhcommits an offence,
unless the parent has a reasonable excuse.

8) The maximum penalty for the offencéis

(@ for afirstoffenced a fine of $1%; or

(b)  fora secondr subsequentdffencé a fine of $40.%
(9) A parenthas a reasonable excuse ursldysectior(6) if &

(@) the student is otime-outunder sectio2l; or

(b) the Secretary exempttheparent under sectiatb.

15.  Exemption fr om attending school ¢! $32]

(1) The Secretary magxempt goarent from complying with sectidi if the
Secretary is reasably satisfied thét

(@) the child isprevented from attendirgchool because 6f
(1) illnessor injury; or
(i) therisk of infection;or

(i)  another reason that the Secretary considexsfficient to
prevent the child from attending schoot;

Verson 3 14
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(b)  the child is receiving equivalent education in some other way
(throughhome schooling, for example)r

(c) if the child is of employable adethe childis being trainedin an
apprenticehip.

A childisofi e mp | oy a ibtheehildigaodd@nough tbelegally
employed according to the laws of the Cook Islands dealing with
employment.

The exemption may bier the period that the Secretary considers
appropriate in the circumstances.

A decision of the Secretary under this sectian not be apded
againsr®

To removeany doubtthe Secretary must not exengpparenbnly
because their child has special needs pregnant

School zone s [©'53°

This section is about school zones.

The purpose of school zone$ is

(@) to avoid overarwding at Government schools; and

(b)  to ensure that studerdse selecteéor enrolment at Government
schools in a fair and transparent way; and

(c) to allow the Secretary to make the best use of the existing network

of Government schools.

T he QuWepresehtative may, by order in Executive Council, declare

an area to be a school zone.

If an area is declared to be a school zone, any alhitu

(@) lives in thatarea and

(b) is required tdeenrolled at a school under sectibfy and
(c) is not enrolled at a private school;

mustbe enrolled at a school withinatschool zone.

PART 2
EDUCATION GUIDELINES

Education guidelines [€'s37:NZs€0A: Qds21]

The Minister maymake education guidelindisat apply toschoos.
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An fieducation guideline is a document that contaiaayor all of the
followingd

(@) education goalsyhich arestatementsboutthe objectivesand
desirable achievemeniar the education systeror apart of the
education system

(b)  curriculum policy statements, which are statemabtsutteaching,
learning, and assessmgiiiat are madan order to underpin and
give direction t@

(1) the way in which curriculum and assessment
responsibilities are to be managedahoos; or 2’

(i) curriculum statements;
(c) curriculum statements, which are statemaiisud

(1) the areas of knowleddkat students mugtarn(the
Afessenti al ), whchmustinclyde £&ook a s 0
Islands Maori language and cultpoe 2

(i) the minimum timdo be allocated for the teaching of each
of the essential learning areas in each year;

(i)  thedesirable levels of knowledge and skith be achieved
by studentsn the essential learning areas

(d)  administratiorstatementswhich arestatements ahmthe
administratiorof schoos, and which may for exampget oud

(1) statements of desirabieinciples of condugir
administrationfor specifiedtypesof persoms or bodes or

(i) requirements fothe professionalevelopmenbf teachers
including for examplé

(A) professionaktandard$or teachersand
(B) performance appraisaf teachersor
(i) requirements relating to planning and reporting

The education guidelinesustbe publishedn the Education Gazettby
publishingeithe®

(@  the full text of the education guidelines

(b) anotice that gives general descriptioof the education
guidelinesandindicateswherea person can géte full textof the
education guidelines

Instructions to principals ¢!

The Secretary magsue instructions tthe principalof schoosin order
to promote compliance with

(@) the education guidelingand
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(b) any othempoliciesmadeunder this Act.

PART 3
MANAGEMENT OF BEHAVIOUR AT SCHOOL

What this part is about ™#s13Qds

This partis aboutmanaginghe behaviourof persons, includingtudents
while the persons ade

(@) onschoolpremises; or
(b) not on school premises but aaking part in a school activity.

Afschool isaradactvitythat isoanisedy aschool with the
approval of the principaincluding for exampié

(@)  for extracurriculapurposega sports carnival, for exampjend

(b)  after studenteacher contact houfa weekend camping trip, for
example)

This part is intended &

(@) promote a supptive environment at school so atlembers of the
school community may work togetherdeveloping acceptable
standards of behaviour orderto create a&aring, productive and
safe environment for learningnd

(b) promote an effective teaching and leaghenvironmenat school
that allows positive aspirationglationships and values to
develop; and

(c) foster mutual respect among staff and students; and

(d) encourage students to talesponsibility for their own behaviour
and theconsequences of theictions.

School r ules [€'s 63 Qds337]
Theprincipalof a schoomay makeschool rules.

i S ¢ hrolesd are ruledor the safety, wellbeing and good conduct of
persons, including students, while the persond are

(@) on the school s premises; or
(b) not on school premises but are taking part in a school activity.
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Range of r esponses to a student 6 snisbehaviour [©'S331iNzs

14(1); Qd s 284]

The sections about the permissible responses¢otau dent 0 s
misbehaviour.

A Mi s b e h anvlides ailreach of school rulewilful failure to
prepare homeworlanddisobedience

Depending on theeriousnessf the misbehavioyandt he st udent 0s
history of mivehaviouy the principal mad

(@) counsel the studeabout the misbehaviouin the presence of an
appropriate support perséor the studenfa parent or a guidance
counsellor, for examp)eor

(b) require the studend serve detentioduringthes t u dlenth 6 s
break or

(c) prohibit the student from taking part in a school acti(ittgluding
a day trip or afterhours concert, for exampt®)

(d) if the principal is reasonably satisfied that the student has seriously
misbehaved

(1) require the studend immediatelytaketime-out, to allow
for everyone who is connectedttees t u d eshavidus b
to reflecton what happeneahd, if necessary, to calm
down and

(i) if the principal is reasonably satisfied that the
misbehaviours so serious thaime-outalonewill not
adequatelyleal with the misbehavio@r require the
studento participde in a behaviour improvement
programme

A studenthasfiseriously misbehaved if the student has behaved in a
way thad

€) is a harmful example to other students at the school; or

(b) may have seriously harméae student osomeone elsat the
school

ATime-outo is a period of timeof up to 5 studerteacher daysiuring
which a studentmust not attend school (but see seci@under which
the studenimust doschool work during timeut).

A il b e obar improvement programmeo is aprogrammehat is
approvedy the Ministerto help a student

(@) not to rgpeatmisbehaviourand
(b) return tonormalschoolingas soon as it is appropriate

For example, a student may be required under a behaviotovierpent
programme t&

(@) beeducatedt premises outside the school; or
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(b) participatein anger management counselling.

(8)  Assectionl4 makesschooling compulsoryntil achild turns 16 years of
age a child can not be expelled from school beforechid turns 16
years of age

22.  Informing parent of misbehaviour ~ [¢'%33(). @) ). (7)

(1) As soon as possible afterquiringa studento taketime-out, the principal
musttakeall reasonable steped

(@) meet withthe studentin the presence @& parent of the studerib
talk about h e s tmiskleawidurd and

(b)  give the parena noticethat stated

(1) thatthe principal hasequiredthe studento taketime-out
and

(i) thereasons forequiringthe studento taketime-out and
(i)  how long the studemhust takeime-out for; and

(iv)  whether the student &sorequired tgparticipate ima
behaviour improvememtrogrammeand

(v) that theparentmay apply to th&ecretaryor a review of
thepr i n ¢ degisidn;@rsd

(vi)  the waythatthe parentmay applyfor a review of the
principal ds decision

(20  Theparentmay apply to th&ecretarybefore the end of the timeut, for
areview of thg r i n cdeqgsian. 6 s

©)] Thep a r eapplicat®nmustgivether easons why the pringc
decision should be changed

4) After reviewing thep r i n cdegsiarl, theSecretarymusp
(@) decide to confirm, changw cancet he pr i nci pal 6s dec

(b)  as soon as practicable, give a notice tgodnern, and the
principal, about th& e ¢ r e deasioly andthe reasons for the
Secr edeasioy. 0 s

(5) The Secr et a@annodle appealed against n

23.  Minimis ing the disruptionto as t u d eeducdtion °9452%]

(1) This section applies d studend
(@) is ontime-out, or

(b) is participatingin abehaviour improvement programme.
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(2)  The principaimustarrange for the student to have access to an
educational programethat allows the student to continue their schooling
(at homeor at nonschool prenses for example).

3 Each parent athe studentmustensure that the studgpdrticipatedull -
time intheeducational programe.

4) If a parentdoes notomply withsubsectior{3), the parentommits an
offence, unless the parent has a reasonablesexcu

(5) The maximum penalty for the offencéis
(@) for afirst offencé a fine of $119); or
(b)  for a seconar subsequent offenéea fine of $40.

PART 4
SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS

24. Role of a school association and its committee ~ [€!ss14(1). (). 18]
(1) Each schol hasa school association.

(2) However, 1 or more school associations may amalgamate into a combined
school associatignf a majority of the members of each of the school
associationagree

(3)  The role oftheschool associatiois tod
(@) promotetheinterests othe schogland
(b) facilitatethe further development ttie schogland
(c) fostercommunity interest in educational matteasg

(d)  tryto bring about closer cooperation between parentseof
students attending the school, other membgtise community,
staff members of the school, and students of the scaiodl;

(e) gveadvice to t he indudihginoesporsetpa i nci pa
requesfor advice fromthe pringpal) aboud

(1) matters relating to students of the school; or

(i) the general operation and management of the school
(including the appointment of teachers, school planning
procedures, and school policies, for examayl

M give, or assisin the giving of, financial or other resources or
services for the benefit of therool; and?®

(9) helpto maintain the school grounds, buildings and equipnaert;

(h) performany otheitasks consistent with this Acthatthe Minister
decides.
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Each school associatidrasl commitee

Therole of thecommittee igo ensureha the school associatigrerforms
its role

The committee may form subcommittees to deal with specific aspects of
its role (a fund raising subcommitter example).

Members of a school association ~ [¢'ss16(1). (2). 190]]
The following personsra members of a school associafion
(@ the principal of the school,

(b)  one of the teachers of the school, who is elected by the teachers to
represent them (thiet eacher re)presentativeo

The following personmaybecome members tifie school associand
(@) a parent of a studentho isattending the school;
(o) any other adult who iIs interested

Members of a school associSydre™d ¢ ommi

The committee of a school associatamsists of the follwing
member8

(@  the principal;
(b)  the teacher representative;

(c) a chairperson, who is to run the meetings of the school association
and its committee;

(d) atreasurer,whoiskeepandnai nt ai n the school
financial records;

(e) a secraary, who is tckeepandma i nt ai n t he school
other records (including minutes of the meetings osttol
association and its committee, for example);

) anyother members, as decided by the school association.

The members of the schHassociation who are parents of the students at
the schoomustelect the members mentioned in subsedtig(c) to (f) at
each annual general meeting.

When doing so, the members must ensure that a majority of the elected
members are parents of thadnts at the school.

Theelectednembers of a committee hdlgeir positionuntil the next
annual general meetingut are eligible for reappointment.

The members of the committee hdheir positionsn an honorary
capacity.
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2Eonzdzir;]membershipofaschooI associatines com

A committee may vote to remove a member from the committee if the
membed
(@) is unable to perform their duty becausé of

(1) a physical or mental incapacity; or

(i) imprisonment; or

(i)  absence ttm the Cook Islands for longer than 6 months; or
(b) neglects their duty; or

(c) does notct with integrity as a member of the committee,
including for example by

(1) failing to disclose, and to take all reasonable steps to avoid
any real or apparent nfict of interest in relation to their
membership of the committee; or

(i) using information under the control of the commit@er
than forperformingt he schoolrolgersoci ati on

(i) failing to attend 3 consecutive meetings of the committee
without giving an apology to the committee.

Thepositionof a member of the committee becomes vacant if the
membed

(@) is removed fronthe positiorunder subsectiofl); or

(b) resigns, by giving written noticeof resignatiorto the school
associatia; or

(c) dies.

Thecommittee may appoint a member of the school association, who is a
parent of a student at the school, to fill a vacancy on the committee until
the next annual general meeting.

Meetings of the school &8%¥ociationds
This section is about meetings of the committee of a school association.

The chairpersomustensure that the committee meets at least enegy
2 months, other than in December and January.

However, the chairpersanustconveneanextrameeing if at least3
members of the committegve the chairperson a written requistio so.

If the chairperson is unavailable for a meeting, the members of the
committee may appoint another member of the committee to run the
meeting.

The quorum fom meeting i majorityof themembers of the committee.
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